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Greetings to all members and friends of the Canterbury History Group

Our final event for 2025 is our pre Christmas lunch
at Ruby T’s Maling Road
on Monday 24" November at 12 noon

RSVP to Libby Wilson at canterburyhistory3126@gmail.com
Or ring Neil Curry on 98305896
There is no set menu; you choose what you want and we each pay separately.

The combined exhibition held by Surrey Hills Historical Society and Canterbury History Group -
‘My Life and a Suitcase’ was a great success with about 300 visitors. It was held from Monday 22"
September to Friday 10" October with over 20 exhibits. We want to thank all those who contributed
especially the volunteers who helped set it up and manned it for 2 hours on 4 afternoons a week for
nearly 3 weeks.

Below: Exhibition opening with contributors and volunteers.
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L: How many of you took a Globite case
like this to school? Do any of you still have
your Victorian Readers? What about John
and Betty? This exhibit was probably the
most popular with adults and children.

Above: Philip Barton who contributed his
great-grandfather John B Maling’s
toolbox, is here with John Pesutto our
local member.

R: Some exhibits were very poignant. How brave
was this 22 year old setting off by herself from her
village to emigrate to Melbourne, knowing no one
and not speaking English. Katrina Katopodis had
never even been to Athens before.

Below: John Pesutto with two presidents: Neil Curry
of CHG and Sue Barnett, SHHS

Note the date: Sunday November 23 Autoclassico returns to Maling Road



Vignerons of Canterbury Part 2 :
Victor Joseph Clement Deschamps and the Swiss vignerons from the Neuchatel region

Charles La Trobe arrived in Victoria in 1839 with his Swiss born wife Sophie. He’d been
appointed Superintendent of the District of Port Philip by the Colonial Office in Britain but
all major decisions had to be initially referred to Sydney. It wasn't until 1851 that the
colony was separated from New South Wales and he became Lieutenant Governor. !

As a young man, La Trobe had walked across the Jura mountains to Neuchatel and
published two books about his travels, The Alpenstock and The Pedestrian. He’d also been
befriended by Comte Louis de Pourtales who entrusted his young son, Comte Albert-
Alexandre de Portalés, to La Trobe’s care for a three month tour of the British Isles and a
later trip to America. In 1835, La Trobe published 7The Rambler in North America and
returned to Switzerland where he married Sophie de Montmollin who was a cousin of
Albert de Pourtaleés. They spent their honeymoon at Jolimont, the Pourtales country
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Sophie La Trobe at the
time of her marriage —
print of a painting by
Johann Dieter.

Charles Latrobe by
unknown painter at the
time of his marriage

It was from Neuchatel
that the first Swiss wine
makers started
emigrating to Port Philip
in the 1840s. The La
Trobes knew some of them personally and Port Philip was
better known in Switzerland because La Trobe was the
Superintendent.? Hubert de Castella later recalled that ‘in a small community, such as
Neuchatel was 50 years ago, the departure for the antipodes of a lady belonging to one of
the oldest and richest families of the town, created a sensation.” Of all the Australian
colonies, Victoria attracted the largest number of Swiss emigrants in the 19t Century. 4

The first of Australia’s wine-producing vineyards were established in and around Sydney,
in the Lower Hunter River and Camden where William Macarthur established a vineyard
and winery. Long before the La Trobes arrived in Port Phillip, pioneer sheep farmer John
MacArthur had taken his sons, William and James, to Europe and placed them in school in
Vevey, Switzerland, in 1815. It was there that by coincidence, they met Comte Louis de
Pourtales, Albert’s father and a relative of Sophie La Trobe. This network of influence
extending from the Macarthur family to the La Trobes ‘had a seminal influence on the birth
of viticulture and winemaking in Victoria.”®

1John Barnes, Traveller Writer Governor, Halstead Press, 2017, p.9

2 [bid pp 64, 69, 79,118,121

3 Dr David Dunstan, Charles and Sophie Latrobe and the Vignerons: the birth of an industry in nineteenth century Victoria,
Journal of C] La Trobe Society, p 7

4Ibid p.8

5 Loc. cit



The first Swiss vignerons to arrive in Victoria were the Belperroud brothers and James
Henry Dardel who called on Charles La Trobe in 1840. La Trobe wrote a letter to James
Macarthur in Sydney: ‘Some months ago three good Neuchatelots, seduced by the
knowledge that we were here... came out to cultivate the vine here, with the purpose of
engaging a large number of their fellows to follow in case they found the prospects
favourable. The country and climate they find everything they
could wish but the enormous price of land has taken them
aback - they had only brought hundreds and they require
thousands. You know I have no power. They are still
undecided what to do — but I hope to get them the rent of a
government reserve or some other advantage to engage them
to persevere. They are of a superior class & are unwilling to
throw away their labour upon what is not their own’

At first they found contract work in the properties of well to do
Victorian settlers and in the early 1840s Jean and Alex
Belperroud, David Pettavel, Frederick Brequet and James
Henry Dardel successfully established small vineyards in the
outskirts of Geelong: Barabool Hills, Waurn Ponds and the
valleys of the Barwon and Moorabool Rivers. They produced a
‘light dry wine similar to a French sauterne.” Most produced
table grapes as well as wine. By 1847, Brequet and Pettavel
were about to make 2000 gallons of wine from their 4 year -old
vineyard. 7 R: David Louis Pettavel
Collection, David Dunstan

James Henry Dardel was ‘a key figure’ in the development of the wine industry in Victoria
and so ‘by association’ was La Trobe. La Trobe introduced Dardel to squatter brothers
Donald and William Ryrie at ‘Yarra Yarra Yering’ sheep and cattle station (near Lilydale).
Dardel helped them establish a ten acre vineyard on their large property and became their
winemaker. 8 Dardel also worked for William Verner at his home in Banyule as well as
from 1845-8 managing the Port Phillip Winery
Company’s vines in Brighton, all while managing his
own vineyards at Batesford near Geelong. By 1866,
Dardel had planted 135 acres of Victorian vineyards.
He was a friend of Ferdinand von Mueller who
created the Melbourne Botanic Gardens. Dardel was
chosen in 1861 as one of the judges of the Argus gold
cup, offered by the newspaper and awarded to Messrs
de Castella and Anderson at Yering. [ see CHG
Newsletter September 2025 for an article on vigneron
Andrew Murray of ‘Balwyn’.]

L:J H Dardel, 1842
Collection David Dunstan

Because of the need for skills in wine making, James Macarthur in NSW had suggested in
1847 ‘a supply of skilled labour ... may be obtained from the Swiss Cantons... of Vaud and

6 Loc. cit
7 Dunstan op. cit. p. 9.
8 Jbid .p.10
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Neuchatel. Mr La Trobe can afford valuable information in this respect.”® The problem was
not only shortage of skills but also a shortage of labourers in Victoria because of the gold
rush. Swiss Vignerons such as Pettavel and Brequet faced a huge demand for their wine
but no labour to help them to do the work. Brequet turned to his own countrymen and
organized assisted emigration for fifty Swiss to assist him extend the vineyards, using an
elaborate system of leases.10

In Switzerland in the 1840s there were republicans and loyalists jostling for power and a
civil war broke out in 1847. When republican forces seized power in Protestant Neuchatel
in 1848, Paul de Castella who came from the town’s middle class, realized that he was ‘a
marked man’. With a friend, Adolph de Meuron-Osterwald, who was Sophie La Trobe’s
nephew, he set off for England to learn the language. While there, they heard about Port
Phillip and decided to go there, arriving in 1849. They were followed in 1852 by two more of
Sophie La Trobe’s nephews, Guillaume and Samuel de Pury. Dunstan suggests you could
call them ‘adventurer-exiles’, attracted by ‘stories of riches in Australia’ and the possibility
of patronage. 11

Paul de Castella and Adolph de Meuron purchased Yering station from the Ryrie brothers
in 1850. Charles and Sophie La Trobe visited them over three days in 1852 and again in
January 1854. Paul de Castella’s only work experience had been in banking and neither he
nor his brother Hubert, who arrived in 1854, had any viticultural experience. Paul de
Castella planned to be a pastoralist, raising cattle and breeding horses.'2 In 1855, his
brother Hubert de Castella, in partnership with Guillaume de Pury, bought the station of
Dalry, adjoining Yering, from Donald Ryrie. It was sold in 1858. They both returned to
Switzerland. 13

In January 1854, Victor Joseph Clement Deschamps arrived with two young sons. His
family originated in the department of Burgundy in eastern France but his father, Antoine,
had migrated to Switzerland in the 19t century and Joseph was born in 1813 at Cressier,
Neuchatel. Joseph had managed a large vineyard at Peseux and had his own three acre
vineyard outside the town. For 12 generations the eldest son in the Deschamps family had
been a grape grower. * Why did Joseph Deschamps decide to emigrate to Port Phillip?

It seems that in the 1820’s, Charles La Trobe, then a French-speaking school teacher from
England in Neuchatel, had known Joseph Deschamps when he was 12-15 years old. Joseph
Deschamps also knew Paul de Castella. Family sources suggest that Deschamps was
invited to the colony either by Charles La Trobe or Paul de Castella. Dunstan suggests
that Joseph Deschamps’s father, Antoine Deschamps, had ‘pronounced royalist views’ and
with the rise of republicanism in Neuchatel may have decided that ‘the future lay with vine
growing on the other side of the world.”’> From the start, Joseph Deschamps’ intention was
to grow grapes and make wine in Victoria.

On his arrival in Port Phillip, in January 1854, Joseph Deschamps stayed at La Trobe’s
Jolimont cottage with his two sons, Auguste aged 17 and Louis aged 12, before he went to
Yering to see Paul de Castella. Joseph’s wife Suzanne and youngest son Clément then aged

9 Ibid p.11

10]oc. cit.

11 Dunstan op. cit p.13

12 Dunstan op. cit. p. 14

13 K. A. H. Horn, Paul Frederick de Castella (1827-1903), Australian Dictionary of Biography, vol. 3, 1969
14 Loc. cit.

15 Dunstan, op. cit, p. 14.
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10, arrived in 1856.1¢ Dunstan believed that having Joseph Deschamps and his sons to stay
at Jolimont, indicates ‘the obligation La Trobe felt to the people of Neuchatel and old
friends’. 17

La Trobe had been Lieutenant Governor with heavy responsibilities since 1851 and had
resigned at the end of 1852 but wasn’t able to relinquish his office and leave for England
until May 1854 when Hotham replaced him. His wife Sophie had been unwell and she was
longing to see their eldest daughter, Agnes, who had been sent home to Europe to be
educated. Her husband insisted that Sophie leave for Europe before him with the children.
Sadly, Sophie died at her mother’s home in January 1854, but La Trobe didn’t hear about
her death until the end of April that year. He sailed for Europe on the 6t of May.

Meanwhile, Joseph Deschamps toured the Geelong and Upper Yarra districts looking for
suitable land for a vineyard but rejected the soils of the latter as too fertile. He secured a
100 acres at Kyneton in 1854, 15 acres of which he planted with vines. The venture was a
disaster: frost destroyed the tiny plants and then bushfire ravaged the property. The family
lost their meagre savings; they settled in Lilydale where they contracted to work for Paul
de Castella who needed their expertise and skills.18

At first Paul de Castella lived in the original Ryries’ house until he built a grander house
on the property, (now called Chateau Yering), in 1854. Paul married Elizabeth Anne ( Lilly)
Anderson in 1856. ( Lillydale/later Lilydale is named after her) Her father was the wealthy
Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Anderson of the 50th Regiment.

Yering station was the ‘favourite resort’ for hunting and fishing for Lilly’s brother, Captain
Acland Anderson and his cousin J A Panton. After one of these outdoor events, Paul de
Castella produced some wine he’d discovered in Ryrie’s cellar; it was much appreciated as
superior to the European wine they’d all been drinking. It had been made in the 1840s for
the Ryrie’s by the Swiss vigneron James Henry Dardel. As a result, Captain Anderson
proposed they form a large commercial vineyard. Anderson family money from Lilly’s dowry
helped establish the Yering vineyard with the help and expertise of the Deschamps family,
father and sons.?

Hubert de Castella returned from Switzerland in 1862, this time hoping to take up sheep
farming but instead bought part of Yering, naming it St Hubert’s. He planted 100 acres of
vines; later increasing it to 250 acres. In 1865, he’d married wealthy Alice Jenkins and ‘the
gradual sale over nearly twenty years of his wife’s properties in Sydney’ helped in the
expensive process of developing the vineyard. 20 His son Francois de Castella later
observed, ‘ having little technical knowledge of the art, they could scarcely have succeeded
but for the collaboration of quite a number of Swiss compatriots, well versed in vine-culture
and winemaking, to whom was relegated the actual work.”2!

It was Deschamps and his sons and others like him who enabled the de Castellas and the
de Purys ‘to entertain grandiose wine making ambitions and to live the life of grandees for

16 David Dunstan, Victor Joseph Deschamps (1812- 1878) Australian Dictionary of Biography, Supplement, 2005

17 Loc.cit

18 David Dunstan, Victor Joseph Deschamps 1812-1878, Australian Dictionary of Biography, Supplementary Volume, M U
p,.2005

19 David Dunstan, Charles and Sophie Latrobe and the Vignerons: the birth of an industry in nineteenth century Victoria,
Journal of C] La Trobe Society, pp. 14 - 15.

20K A H Horn, op. cit.

21 David Dunstan, Charles and Sophie Latrobe, op. cit p.15



a time.’ In 1885, a rather embittered Hubert de Castella pointed out that ‘it was the
workers not the masters who eventually succeeded in the new land.’ 22

At the first Lilydale land sales in 1860, Joseph Deschamps purchased 90 acres on both
sides of the village. His sons cleared and made three vineyards. Auguste had Lilydale and
Pine Grove vineyards, 35 acres now known as Deschamps Hill. Louis had the Olinda
vineyard of 18 acres and Clement the Market Street vineyard of 30 acres. They made
excellent wine. Hard work and expertise helped them prosper. They won prizes at home
and abroad. A base wine made into a Champagne-method sparkling wine for the
entrepreneur L L Smith was a success in the Melbourne International Exhibition of 1880-2.
The brothers produced about 6 to 8000 gallons of wine annually for Melbourne restaurants.
They also produced brandy at Clement Deschamps vineyard (1500 gallons) in 1877. They
also ran a cellar for sales in Melbourne and had a local business selling vine stakes and
fence posts for vignerons.

In 1872, Louis was a member of the Lilydale Shire Council. Touring parties would stop at
picturesque Lilydale and Louis Deschamps built a winehall in 1878 with a skittle alley
which was itself an attraction.

Having settled his sons, Joseph Deschamps retired to Canterbury where he had an 8 acre
vineyard on the south side Mont Albert Road opp051te Andrew Murray’s land holdings and
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family wine
businesses wither. The last surviving Olinda Vineyard closed in 1913.

Joseph Deschamps died on 274 March 1878 in Boroondara, perhaps in Canterbury. He is
buried in Lilydale Cemetery. His wife Susanne died in 1897.23

22 Dunstan loc.cit
23 Dunstan, ADB



Memorial to the Deschamps family in Lilydale.
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