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Greetings to all members and friends of the Canterbury History Group 
 

  
Our next meeting is on 

 
Monday May 26th at 8.00 pm 

 
in the Maling Heritage Centre 

190A Canterbury Road  
 

Graham Scott 
 

will speak on 
‘Made in Canterbury – growing up in Maling Road’ 

 
Graham was a drama teacher for many years and has very clear 

memories of Canterbury from the mid 1940s   
 

 
 
 
Monday 23rd June at 8.00 pm  Emily Grant from Family History, Boroondara Library Services will  
        speak on ‘History of Maternal and Child Health in Boroondara.’  
Monday 28th July at 8.00 pm   Prof. Andrew Gleadow who grew up in Canterbury, will    
                 speak on ‘Archaeological Dating and the Kimberley rock art dating project’ 
Tuesday 23rd Sept at 8.00 pm Jacquie Holdich will speak on ‘Edward Dickens. The true story of Charles  
         Dickens’ youngest child.’ and his connection with Canterbury and Surrey 
      Hills. This is a combined meeting with Surrey Hills.  
Monday 20th October 7.00 pm   OCTOBER DINNER  Prof. Graeme Davison - speaker 
 
We also plan a daytime meeting on Wednesday 27th August – probably in the morning 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Canterbury Open Day: Saturday morning May 17th  10.30 to 1.30 pm 
 
We plan a combined exhibition with Surrey Hills Historical Society in the Maling Heritage Centre.  We 
will show case special items from our collections, including a World War 2 wardens kit with gas mask 
which have been donated by Rob Bradley.  
 
We need volunteers for both rooms for hourly time slots. Contact Neil  9830 5896 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Bennet’s Butchery  -   170 years in business in Melbourne and seven generations. 

82 Maling Road, Canterbury  
 

based on an article written in 2004 by Leanne Bennet to mark 150 years of the family 
business.                                                                                                           
             Libby Wilson 

 
Thomas Knight Bennet was born in 1830 in Kent, England. He arrived in Melbourne in 
1853 on the sailing ship Surrey with his business partner Mr Easton.  They became 
partners in a butchery business 154 Little Collins Street which they purchased from Mr J 

Kirk in 1854. 1 It was on the corner of Little Collins and Stephens Streets.   
See above. 154 Little Collins Street -  Collection in Bennet’s Butchers in Maling Rd.  
 
 A year later in 1855, Thomas Knight Bennet and Mr Easton purchased a pork business at 
115 -117 Bourke Street. Their business was booming not just in Melbourne - they exported 
meat overseas to Europe.  
 
In the late 1850s, T K Bennet’s three brothers Henry, William and James Miskin Bennet 
(Leanne’s great, great great Grandad ) came to Melbourne to help their brother. They had 
shops and were butchers in England. Their father arrived here in 1865 after their mother 
Sarah Ann Miskin passed away. 
 

																																																								
1	Evening	Standard,	Aug	24,	1889.	
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In 1860, Mr Easton decided to return to England and T K Bennet purchased his share of 
what was considered to be one of the leading businesses at the time. He married Amelia 
Baker in Melbourne.  
 
The TKB brand name was known all over the world for quality export meat, sold on 
reputation alone. Melbourne was expanding after the goldrushes into the suburbs and it is 
recorded that they had 1500 local customers to deliver to including government house. 

 
 
 
L: Bourke 
Street store 
115-117 
Bourke 
Street2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The delivery plant included 30 carts and wagons and 50 horses constantly engaged. They 
delivered to Hawthorn, Kew and Richmond from the central establishment in Bourke 
Street. Toorak, Brighton, Elsternwick and St Kilda were served by the Toorak Road shop in 
South Yarra  
 
TKB, as it was known, was given the royal title ‘by special appointment to H R H The Duke 
of Edinburgh’ which can be seen in the coat of arms in the photo above .  
 
An article in The Evening Standard August 24th 1889 describes the growth and 
consumption habits pf Melburnians at the time, ‘Melbourne’s oldest established family 
trade butchery business in Melbourne, that of T K Bennet Ltd. which has been in existence 
for 35 years’ with an average weekly turnover of 90 cattle, 20 calves, 2000 sheep and lambs, 
30 pigs and an annual turnover of 130,000 pounds. 3 
 
The article refers to T K Bennet’s concern for keeping the meat fresh. The Swanston Street 
store was the first shop in Melbourne to have refrigerators and the Bourke Street Store had 
water cascading down the front window to keep the display cool.  
																																																								
2	Leanne	Bennet	article	2004	
3		Ibid.	
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In 1864 TK Bennet co-founded the Metropolitan Meat Market in North Melbourne. The 
architect was George R Johnson and it was built of brick and bluestone and completed in 
1880 with later alterations.  It had a series of underground storages to keep meat cold. It 
has been listed on the Victorian Heritage Register since 1973. 4 
 
In 1890, TK Bennet went into partnership with John Woolcock and formed a propriety 
company. During this time, they had stores in Johnson Street, Collingwood and Puckle 
Street, Moonee Ponds. In 1890 the company paid a dividend of 16% and 21% in 1891. In 
1894, they declared their financial position ‘was never stronger than today and the prospect 
of continuous dividends was almost assured.’ The positions of both managing directors, Mr 
Bennet and Mr Woolcock was extended for another five years.5 However, the severe 1990s 
depression, following the land boom, took its toll.  In 1897 there were heavy losses so that 
in late 1901 the business was sold, having carried on at a loss.6  
 
TK Bennet retired from butchering and became a JP for the Prahran Court. He was also a 
trustee and member of the committee of the Benevolent Society. His place of residence was 
‘Urana’ Punt Road, Prahran. He had 6 daughters and died in 1918.  
 
TK Bennet’s brother James Miskin Bennet managed the South Yarra Store. Apart from top 
quality meats, this store was renowned also for its architecture & design.  People came 
from all over the world to see it - its marble floors, layout and fittings were state of the art 
																																																								
4	Wikipedia.	
5	The	Argus,	21	November,	1894.	
6	Collingwood	Notables	Database,	Collingwood	Historical	Society	Inc,	John	Woolcock.	
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at the time. In 1925, he purchased a butchery located at 22, 24 & 26 High Street, St Kilda. 
James Miskin Bennet( Leanne’s great great grandfather) and his wife Isabel Rigby had 10 
children. He named their first son born in 1867 after his brother -Thomas Knight  ( who 
only had daughters)  and the next son after himself, named - James Miskin, (born in 1875).   
 
James Miskin junior ( Leanne’s great grandad)  owned two butcheries, one in St Kilda and  
and the other in Middle Park.  Her grandad, Leonard Bennet worked in the St Kilda store 
and her father Leonard Charles Bennet managed both stores.  
 
In 1966, Leanne Bennet’s parents, Len and Maureen Bennet saw an opportunity to start 
their own business and purchased the business at 82 Maling Road which had been owned 
by Mr Lord from about 1940.  It is part of a strip of double storey buildings built in 1907.7  
Len Bennet remembered that 1966 was the year that St Kilda won the premiership and the 

year Australia converted to 
decimal currency. 8 
 
Len said ‘It was like a real 
country town when I 
bought the place. My wife 
said she wouldn’t be 
surprised to see a horse 
tied up outside. And the 
next day a horse did turn 
up – it was owned by 
someone down the street.’9  
 
Len and Maureen had four 
children, all of whom have 
helped in working in the 
family business at some 
stage. Leane worked in 
advertising, Greg is a 
priest and Andrew and 
James went into 
butchering.  
 
Len retired from 
butchering in 1987 and 
bred cattle from his farm in 
Tylden. Brothers Andrew 
and James continued 
running the shop when Len 
retired and Len would 
travel down to Canterbury 

from the farm to make sausages once a week. He ‘lamented the decline of the family 
butcherer, but was happy that two of his children were still in the game.’10 
 

																																																								
7	Herald	Sun	Saturday	October	16th	2004	
8	Article	by	Leanne	Bennet,	op.	cit.	
9	Herald	Sun.	op.	cit.	
10	Herald	Sun	op.	cit.		
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When Andrew Bennet 
wanted to go into horse 
training and breeding, 
Leanne purchased the 
Maling Road business 
‘because she was 
attached to the business 
and didn’t want to see it 
come to an end.’ Leanne 
left her career in 
advertising and her 
brother James helped 
her organise her 
business and set up 
systems in his spare 
time.  
 
To celebrate 150 years of 
continuous business, the 
Bennets organised a 
sausage sizzle in Maling 
Road on October 23rd 
2004 with memorabilia 
and music. 11 
 
L: James.  baby Zoe, Len 
and Leanne Bennet 
2014.12  
 
 

 
 

Camberwell Baths  - a follow up. 
 
In our April newsletter, we asked for people to give their memories of the Camberwell Baths.  
 
Neil Curry remembered cycling there on hot afternoons with his friend from Canterbury Primary School.  
 
Leila Griffiths remembers a Mr Askell ran the baths and coached people in swimming. Her sister who 
had asthma was encouraged to swim to improve her lung capacity – which it did. Leila got her Herald 
learn to swim certificate there.  In winter, the baths were closed so they went to the heated indoor City 
Baths on Saturday nights. When the new baths opened in Belmore Road Balwyn, Mr Askell moved there.   
 
Libby Wilson remembered that on hot summer days she and some children from her street would walk 
about 2 kms up and down hill from Camberwell to the baths and then back home again.  They would use 
the money given to them for their tram fares to spend at the canteen.  
 
  
	
																																																								
11	Herald	Sun	2004		op.	cit		
12	Ibid.	


