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Greetings to members and friends of the Canterbury History Group 
	

  
Our next meeting will be on  

Monday 28th April at 8.00pm  
 

in the Meeting Room of the Maling Heritage Centre 
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 

 
Professor Diane Kirkby 

will speak on 
 

Australia’s Maritime Women Workers 
 ‘doing a man-sized job.’ 

 
In 1932, a Melbourne journalist claimed nothing was 
written about the women ‘doing a man-sized job’ to match 
the epics written about seafaring men. Yet when the 
Titanic sank in 1912, with its crew of 900, 21 women were 
on board working as stewardesses, and three of them 
went down with the ship. One of those who survived was 
Australian. That is the starting point for exploring the long 

history of Australian women maritime workers, which began in the early years of the colony and grew in 
importance during the decades of ocean travel. By the end of the 20th century women were working as 
wharfies,’doing a man-sized job’ on the waterfront. They were still seriously outnumbered. 
 
Diane Kirkby, is a historian, Professor of Law and Humanities at UTS. For many years she taught 
Australian and US History at Latrobe University.   
 
Her several books include a prize-winning biography of Melbourne feminist journalist Alice Henry, a 
study of women’s hotel work as barmaids, and most recently a highly-acclaimed history of maritime 
men from the Asia-Pacific who pursued rights for seafarers, 1906-2006. 

 
	
REMINDER:		to	those	who	haven’t	yet	paid	their	membership	subscriptions	for	2025:		
	
Single:	$25;			Double/family	$40;		Concession:	$20	
	
Subscriptions	can	be	directly	deposited	into		Bendigo	Bank,	Canterbury:				
BSB	633	000	Account:			152	694	303			Please	make	sure	you		give	you	surname			
	
Or	cash	can	be	given	to	Neil	Curry	34	Bryson	Street.	
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ADVANCE	NOTICE:		
	
1.	CANTERBURY	OPEN	DAY			Saturday	17th	May	in	the	morning.		
This	will	mark	a	year	since	the	opening	of	the	precinct	buildings	in	2024.		Canterbury	History	
Group	and	Surrey	Hills	Historical	Society	are	planning	activities	for	children	and	adults	in	the	
Maling	Heritage	Centre.		
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….	
	
2.	Exhibition:	MY	LIFE	AND	A	SUITCASE			Stories	of	Canterbury	and	Surrey	Hills	families	and	their	
journeys	as	immigrants	or	travellers.		
	
July	school	holidays	and	the	week	after.		Exact	times	of	opening	are	still	to	be	arranged.	
	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….	
Meeting	Dates	for	your	CALENDAR		
	
NOTE:	This	year	some	of	our	meetings	will	NOT	be	on	a	Monday	night.	This	is	usually	because	the	
speaker	is	unavailable	on	Mondays	and	an	alternative	day	has	been	arranged.	We	are	trying	to	
arrange	Wednesday	daytime	meetings	for	those	who	cannot	drive	at	night.		
	
Wednesday	May	28th			
	
Monday	June	26th	at	8.00pm:			Emily	Grant	from	Local	and	Family	History	Boroondara,	will	speak		
	 	 	 	 				on	‘History	of	Maternal	and	Child	Health	in	Boroondara.’	
	
Monday	July	28th		at	8.00pm:			Prof.	Andrew	Gleadow	will	speak	on	‘Archeological	Dating	and	the		
	 	 	 	 				Kimberley	rock	art	dating	project.’	
	
Tuesday	23rd	Sept	at	8.00pm:			Jacquie	Holdich	will	speak	on	“Edward	Dickens.	The	true	story	of		
	 	 	 	 					Charles	Dicken’s	youngest	child’		-	and	his	connection	to	Canterbury			
	 	 	 	 					and	Surrey	Hills.			This	will	be	a	combined	meeting	with	SHHS.		
	
Wednesday	27th	August												WINTER	RECESS		Daytime	meeting	to	be	arranged.		
	
Monday	20th	Oct	at	7.00pm						OCTOBER	DINNER.	Venue	and	speaker	to	be	arranged.	
	
Monday	Nov	24th	at	12.00	noon			Pre-Christmas	lunch			
	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….	
ORAL	HISTORY	PROJECT:		We	need	volunteers	to	help	organise	this	project:		to	find	people	and	
interview	them.	Your	Committee	is	very	busy	and	needs	help	with	this.	
	
In	1999,	a	series	of	interviews	was	conducted	with	people	who	lived	in	all	the	suburbs	that	made	
up	the	municipality	of	Camberwell.	The	interviews	were	published	as	a	book:	Voices	of	Camberwell	
by	Geraldine	McFarlane.		The	interviews	give	details	of	daily	life	in	the	past	on	topics	like:	Moving	
in;	Education;	Transport;	Childhood;	Home	–	a	Woman’s	Place?;	Commerce	and	Employment;	
Politics	and	Social	Class;	Religion;	Entertainments	and	the	Arts;	and	Times	of	Trouble:	the	
Depression,	and	both	Wars.	The	time	scale	covered	by	the	interviews	was:	Before	1920;	Between	
the	Wars;	and	After	World	War	II.	
	
Part	of	the	charm	of	these	interviews	is	that	they	are	personal	and	subjective	views	and	memories.	
They	give	a	picture	of	Camberwell	and	Canterbury	in	the	first	half	of	the	20th	century.	
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LILLIAN AND CYRIL BROCKWAY 
 
In our July 2024 Newsletter, I wrote about Kugelmann’s store in Canterbury Road, in the 
small East Camberwell shopping centre. The store has now been demolished but 
Kugelmann’s house next door at 1 Wentworth Avenue is still there. This is the continuation 
of the story of his store and those who ran it until 1972 .                                                                                                   
            Libby Wilson 
Ludwig Kugelmann, who had changed his name to Love Wisdom Power in 1917, retired 
from his store in 1921 but continued living next door at 1 Wentworth Avenue.  A series of 
grocers took over the store: Quier in 1922, Wilkins from 1923 to 1926 and finally John H. 
Flannery and his wife Elsie May came in 1927.1  The Flannery family lived across 
Canterbury Road at 16 Myrtle Road.2 One of their daughters helped her father in the 
grocer’s shop and Cyril Brockwell joined the grocery, aged 18, as an assistant.3 

 
Lillian Flannery later 
married Cyril 
Brockway and they 
ran the store together 
from c 1954 until 1972 
when it finally closed.4  
 
Of interest to us is 
that Lillian Brockway 
is one of two 
Canterbury women 
who were interviewed 
for Voices of 
Camberwell.  Her 
story gives an insight 
into many aspects of 
life in Canterbury 
from the 1920s to 
1970s. 

Above : The Herald, June 27th 1972 CHG Collection 
 
According to Lillian, her parents owned a newsagency in Parkville right opposite 
Melbourne University before they bought the grocer’s shop in Canterbury.5 She also said 
they came from Clifton Hill to live in East Camberwell.6  As the author Geraldine 
McFarlane said, most families she interviewed had roots to the west. 7 
 
The Flannery family were Presbyterians ‘with a very Irish name.’ Lillian’s father had been 
baptised in the Catholic Church and when his father died, ‘his mother had all the children 
re-christened in the Presbyterian Church’. 8  The Canterbury Presbyterian Church was 
rebuilt in 1927, about the time that the Flannery family moved to East Camberwell. Lillian 
remembered they used to have a Sunday School picnic on Cup Day when they’d all get in a 
van and set out for a picnic. They also had Sunday School concerts: she couldn’t sing and in 
one concert, her teacher, Miss Violet Annand, said, ‘You can still be Moses’ mother but 
Cassie will sing to the baby.’ 9 
 
Their Dad took them to church for an 11.00 am service and they always sat in the same 
seat. In the afternoon they had Sunday school in the old hall and when they were older, 
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Bible Class which was taken by an elderly lady Bess Boyd from Monomeath Avenue. They 
‘talked about various parts of the stories in the Bible.’ They really liked the Rev. Forrest 
who had a Scottish accent and would come around calling on people in the parish.  
 
Their father wouldn’t let them ‘sew or do anything on Sunday’. Their parents would go for a 
walk with the children following behind them. He also made sure their mother didn’t have 
to cook dinner; he would get the Sunday tea himself, making scrambled eggs to go with the 
scones and tarts that Elsie Flannery had cooked on Saturday. He wouldn’t allow alcohol in 
the house – or sell it, except for the brandy for the Christmas cake. As Lillian said, it didn’t 
worry her because she’d never liked alcohol. 10   
 
The Temperance movement had been strong in this area. In October 1920, Victorian 
electors had voted on a Local Option Poll to decide whether hotels in their area should be 
closed or reduced. Only Boroondara and Nunawading achieved the required 60% vote, 
although others came close. It was around this date that the license for Malone’s Country 
Club Hotel in Canterbury was revoked.  
 
When they moved into their house and business, Lillian walked to Balwyn School from 
Myrtle Road, along Wentworth Avenue ‘across Mont Albert Road and down’.11 Quite often 
she and her friend Jess would walk home to Wentworth Avenue for lunch and then back to 
school again.  They played ‘rounders and hopscotch’ and ‘loved having a skipping rope.’ 
 
At Balwyn School, she had the same teacher, Mr Patience, in both seventh and eighth 
grades. Lillian came dux in seventh grade and then did ‘Merits’ in eighth grade, in c 1928 
when she was about 14.  She was ‘good at essays’ but ‘loathed and detested arithmetic’. She 
got twenty one out of a hundred in algebra in the eighth grade exams.12  
 
Lillian ‘went to Balwyn School for two years and then left at 14 to go to Stott’s Business 
College’ in Russell Street for twelve months … there they did typing, shorthand and book 
keeping.  Her ‘mother believed that boys needed an education and the girls didn’t’ - her 
brother was sent to Scotch College.13  Her mother’s attitude to the education of daughters is 
similar to many of those interviewed in Voices of Camberwell.  
 
Lillian and her friends all left school and went to work at about 16 or 17. Although ‘it didn’t 
worry’ her and she said she ‘didn’t care’, looking back when interviewed in 1999, Lillian 
was ‘very sorry she didn't go’ [to university] and thought she ‘might have done well.’ 14   
 
She certainly had developed a love of reading. When they were living in Parkville and her 
sisters went to the pictures in the city on Saturday afternoons, Lillian ‘preferred to stay 
home and read … she never went with them’ 15  When she was twelve, before they moved to 
Canterbury, her uncle told Lillian’s mother ‘If you don’t stop that child reading, she’ll never 
be any good at school.’ However, with her mother’s help, she collected the ‘whole set of 
Mary Grant Bruce …. right up to the last one that [the author] wrote.’  She said, ‘The only 
thing I wanted for my twenty first was a bookcase. I read anything I could get my hands 
on… Of course, I loved classics as well, like Charles Dickens. And I used to like poetry – 
I’ve got a couple of my mother’s books by Ella Wheeler Wilcox.’ 16   
 
Another woman who was interviewed for Voices of Camberwell was Leila St John who 
worked in a voluntary capacity as a children’s librarian. In her opinion, in those days it was 
‘not easy for a child to get books, unless there were books in their home… schools didn't 
have libraries then.’17 Canterbury children were very fortunate because a purpose-built 
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library had been built in the Canterbury gardens in 1907. Canterbury citizens paid 330 
pounds towards its construction and the Council added 400 pounds. Well before the library 
was built, residents had set up the Canterbury and Balwyn Literary Institute in 1890 on 
the upper floor of Golding’s Factory to provide books for community use. It was revived in 
1897 as the Canterbury and Balwyn Free Library and in 1899 it was housed in one of the 
rooms in G.G. Mercy’s ‘Canterbury Buildings’ in Canterbury Road, opposite the Gardens.  It 
was called the ‘Canterbury Reading Room and Library’ and was self-supporting. However, 
the aim was always to have their own building. They asked the Camberwell and 
Boroondara Shire Council for ‘a new and commodious building’ and offered to subscribe 
pound for pound and ‘vest the whole concern in the council’. 18   
 
It was not surprising that Lillian, the book lover, would gravitate to this library. She said, 
‘We used to walk down to the Canterbury Library, near Canterbury Gardens… it was just 
an ordinary library like a big old room, with books all around it. Lillian’s friend Marie 
Morris’s father was the librarian and the family lived at the back of the building.19 Today 
the library building is the Maling Heritage Centre where Canterbury History Group has its 
archive and holds meetings. The kitchen with its fireplace would have been part of the 
librarian’s residence.  
 
Lillian did have other interests. She joined the First Canterbury Guides and then went on 
the First Canterbury Rangers, where Jo Demaine [from Monomeath Avenue] was their 
Lieutenant. Lillian was in Wattle patrol, one of four patrols. She also played basketball 
against other Guide companies.20 Miss Margaret Moore from Parlington Street Canterbury 
was their Captain in the Guides and took them camping to Mornington at Sunnyside. They 
had campfires on the beach and erected their own tents. Lillian loved camping, even though 
on one occasion the wind came up and the tent collapsed on top of her. They also went to 
Ringwood and Belgrave by train for the day, where they hiked, lit fires and boiled billies. ‘It 
was just country in those days.’21 
 
These were the days before antibiotics and Lilian recalled that her mother had lots of home 
remedies.  Another person interviewed for the book, spoke of ‘good old castor oil’… Whether 
you wanted it or not, you had to have it … generally once a week… you never knew when 
your Mum was going to tell you, ‘Tonight’s the night!’22  Castor oil was almost universally 
detested by children. When Lillian was nine she had to have her appendix out and was 
home from school for three months. When they went to the doctor, he told her mother, 
‘Don't you ever give that child castor oil anymore.’  All the children in the Flannery family 
‘were thrilled’ that the practice was abandoned. 23 
 
Lilian also remembered her mother’s cooking: on Saturday she made ‘Saturday pudding’ – 
[a version of bread and butter pudding]. She would soak the bread, squeeze the water out of 
it and mix it with ‘ordinary dried mixed fruit and Daffodil margarine.  ‘She used to use 
butter until Daffodil margarine came out; that was the best for cooking.’ 24 Sometimes it 
was boiled in a pudding basin and sometimes baked in a pie-dish. She’d also make apple 
pie, sausage rolls, scones and sometimes a jam tart to last over the weekend. Lillian wished 
she’d found out how her mother made ginger buns.  
 
Others who were interviewed, also cooked for the week on Saturdays and made steamed 
and suet puddings. Some also bought Rawleigh’s jellies and blancmange packets in 
different flavours from a man who would call ‘once a month.’ They were quick and easy to 
make. Pork and chicken were luxuries and they mainly ate rabbit, lamb and beef.25  
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John Flannery would open the shop between 9.00 am and 6.00 pm on weekdays and 
initially until 9.00 pm on Friday evenings and on Saturdays from 9.00 am to 1 pm.  
However, he always took his wife out on Wednesdays to the country or for a trip somewhere 
and ‘they’d have lunch out.’26  
 
They’d take orders and make deliveries every day except Wednesday. Some would ring 
their orders through and with others they had to go and get them. When the Brockways 
took over, they would go out early one morning a week to pick up the orders and then come 
back and do them.’27 Joan Thorn who lived nearby in Canterbury Road said ‘ [Mr Flannery] 
would call twice a week if you wanted him to - in the morning - and the groceries would be 
delivered to you in the afternoon, mainly by Cyril Brockway, who was his boy on the place. 
They would be delivered to you by horse and cart. It was a high old cart and horse, and 
Cyril was a very nice young man. He used to take the children out in the cart or, if he was 
out and saw them in the street, he’d pick them up and take them out. It was all very 
happy.’28   
 
The horse was kept in a shed in the yard behind the shop in Wentworth Avenue. When 
John Flannery wanted to ‘give it an airing’, he brought it to their house in Myrtle Road and 
it used to stand and ‘feed down in our back garden.’ Lillian said that her father didn’t like 
gardening and it was too much for her mother and herself, so they ‘didn't bother about the 
back part. We let the horse have that.’   
 

Cyril Brockway in 1972 with the original scales and slab counter. The Herald, June 27th 
1972 C.H.G. Collection. 
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Lillian Brockway described the shop as quite big. ‘The shelves went around and up high… 
with ‘a very big stepladder to get up to the top.’  They used to put sawdust on the wooden 
floor ‘to keep it looking nice’. The huge counter was made out of one solid piece of wood that 
was scrubbed every night by my husband.’ [She thought they gave it to the Moe Museum]. 
There was a bacon cutter and a huge set of scales (for weighing potatoes) with weights from 
4 pounds down to about 4 ounces. There were brass scales too which her sister had to polish 
for threepence a week – which was a large amount. 
 
Flour, salt, icing sugar, currants, sultanas etc were all weighed up. The men had to weigh 
up the heavy bran and wheat but Lillian would weigh up dates and sugar etc into different 
sized paper bags. She also had large sheets of grease-proof paper for wrapping butter, 
cheese etc. She folded it over and tucked it in so didn’t need string or sticky tape. 
 
John Flannery would buy a big bacon and bone it and Cyril Brockway did the same. He was 
very keen on Sunny South butter and would cut it with the slicer and also the tasty and 
mild cheese which was round and cut in a wedge. German sausage was cut with a knife. 
 
They also sold Guest’s, Brockhoff’s and Sunshine biscuits from the tin. When they were 
broken they were all put in a tin and sold as broken biscuits. They had Marie, Milk 
Arrowroot and Enovite biscuits. At the back of the shop, there was a big ice-chest for 
perishables. Ice was delivered once a week by the ice-man. The eggs arrived in cases and 
were placed in large drawers and then sold in paper bags - 1/2 a dozen in a bag. There were 
no boxes or packets in those days. And eggs weren’t sold in sizes. Lillian considered that 
‘when the Egg Board came in, it spoilt everything.’29 
 
People would bring their bottles to be filled up with kerosene. When John Flannery took 
over the store, there was a shelf on the outside which had brooms, buckets and hardware 
and they also sold bran. On Saturday, they sold flowers which were delivered to them by 
someone driving past. 30 
 
Lillian was about nineteen in the Depression and she remembered they couldn’t buy new 
clothes and that some people didn’t have enough money to buy a lot of food. Her father ‘just 
did the best he could about debts and tried to persuade people to pay a little bit here and 
there.’31 
 
Then later when war came, Cyril Brockway enlisted in 1941 and Lillian stayed home. She 
was going to join the Land Army or do something for the war effort but Cyril suggested she 
stay home and help Pop – which she did.  She didn’t think the war made very much 
difference to the shop. A lot of their customers were retired people and everyone had a 
ration book.  They couldn’t get things like Vegemite. One customer accused them of keeping 
it under the counter for favourites. But as Lillian said, ‘Dad wouldn’t do that.’ There were 
some other shortages. 32 
 
During the years when Cyril was away, she used to go out by herself or with a friend. 
They’d come home by 11.00  or 11.30 at night by train to East Camberwell station. She felt 
quite safe even by herself, walking across the small park. They mostly went to Camberwell 
to the pictures but they also went to the city for stage shows.33  
 
When Cyril Brockway returned and they took over the shop, they ‘had a man do the driving 
and deliver the orders’ and eventually ‘a panel van; I think horses were going out then.’ 34 
When Lillian wasn’t there all the time, they had a lady to help. Lillian worked three or four 
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days when they needed her but never five days. Cyril also ‘never bothered’ to take 
Wednesdays off as her parents had done. 35 
 
In the 1940s and 50s, Lillian had a young family and took part in the League of Health 
which had been introduced to Australia by Thea Stanley Hughes. When her children were 
young, and her father was still alive, he used to come and mind them and when they were 
older she went to classes on Saturday afternoons when Cyril would be home. At first, she 
would go to classes at the Camberwell Town hall and then at the RSL in Balwyn Road. 
There were also classes in some of the church halls in Canterbury. The trainers mostly 
came from Sydney. They were classes in physical fitness and the exercises were ‘remedial. 
You weren’t allowed to do them at home in case you injured yourself.’ 36 They did a lot of 
arm exercises and relaxation, lying on the floor and Lillian ended up going to about six 
classes a week, wearing a special uniform. It was an early form of self-development. 

 
Lillian Brockway died in 2003 aged 91. 
Her husband Cyril died in 1987.  
L: Cyril Brockway aged 62, in 1972 when 
the shop closed.  
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